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North Florida Area Conference Assembly Minutes - AMENDED 
            1st Quarter, January 19, 2014 

Communicating Our Legacies--Vital In a Changing World 
 

Area Chair: Vivian F. opened the meeting with the Serenity Prayer. Let the record show that the Assembly was 
brought to order at 9:00am on Sunday, January 19th, 2014. 
 

Registrar: Roll call was taken by Jeff P., Each District was called for attendance DCMs, Alternate DCMs, GSRs, 
Alternate GSRs, Panel 63, and Visitors. 
 

Reading of Anonymity Statement and short form of Concepts.  
 

OFFICER REPORTS 
 

Secretary: Joyce C. Motions from the October Assembly were e-mailed to the Webmaster within 7 days after the 
Assembly and posted to the password protected area of our website. 330 copies were made. Fifty went to the Area 
Chair for the GSR packets and the remaining copies were inserted into envelopes, given to the Registrar and 
mailed out within 2 weeks after Assembly. There were 28 pages in these minutes due to the inclusion of the 
budget. The total duplication cost for this mailing was $277.20 this breaks down to 84¢ per packet or 3¢ per page 
– PLUS mailing costs. I would like to thank all Service Coordinators, Administrative Committees, and Officers 
for their quick submission of reports. FYI, in November I attended the Southern States AA Service Assembly in 
Baton Rouge, LA and presented a workshop on service sponsorship.  Are there are any changes to the previous 
Assembly’s minutes which have not been made known to me? CHAIR ENTERTAINED A MOTION TO 
ACCEPT THE MINUTES. Motion made to accept the minutes seconded and passed. 
 

Treasurer: Annette D.  I am privileged to serve as your treasurer.  Will the host district please pass the baskets?  
Thank you for your continued generosity. If you will review the financial summary on the first page of the 
treasurer’s report, you will see that total income and group contributions continue to be above projection.  Income 
is also comfortably higher than this time last year. Thanks to the thriftiness of your panel, expenses are $4000 
lower than projected for the year and thanks to you we finished the year with 13,158 more in contributions than 
we spent.  We are currently $10,741 over prudent reserve.  The Finance Committee will review this at the April 
assembly and make any recommendation per Structures and Guidelines. This was a busy period for us.  The 
Grapevine inventory was adjusted for ending inventory, the State Sales Tax return was filed, and our CD matured 
and was re-issued. We will now begin work on the 990 Federal Tax Return for 2013, the 2015 budget and the 
Annual Corporation filing.  Please remove all financial reports from tables when leaving.  Thank you again for 
your generosity and for the opportunity to serve. CHAIR ENTERTAINED A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE 
TREASURER’S REPORT SUBJECT TO AUDIT. Motion made, seconded and passed unanimously. 
 

Delegate: Marilyn B., Good Morning North Florida  I am an alcoholic and privileged to serve as your Panel 63 
Delegate. Before I give my report I would like to introduce our Past Delegates.  Please stand as I call you name. 
Panel 43, Dan E., Panel 45, Dick G., Panel 51, Tom G., Panel, 53 Corliss G., Panel 55, Michael S., Panel 57, Fred 
H., Panel 59, Chet P. and also our NEW S.E. Regional Trustee. In the future you will not be hearing announce 
Panel 49, Kathy P. Kathy and her husband have relocated to Georgia. I know we all wish her well. I know we all 
had a wonderful weekend and I want to thank Ward & Jenny Ewing for being our special guest.  
     I do want to give you an update on the potential final agenda item we voted on last October. A motion was 
made to have a remake of the DVD, your GSO Office; the DVD we use at our G.S.R. 9 A.M. orientation 
workshop.  I like to briefly explain what happened after that motion passed.  I submitted our request to the 
Secretary of the Conference, Mary C. along with the background material provided by Annette D.  Our request 
was then forwarded to the Trustees Literature Committee. This is what happened to our request.  I was sent an 
email that explained that in 2008 the VHS was converted to its current DVD format. As of this time they still have 
2500 DVD’s in stock and they only sell 134 per year.  They also let me know that it would cost between $30,000-
40,000.00 to remake this DVD.  With the ample supply and minimum request for this DVD, not to mention the 
costs of reproduction this item will NOT appear on the final agenda.  A decision I feel is prudent. Please get your 
pens in hand.  The theme for the 64th General Service Conference will be “Communicating Our Legacies-Vital In 
A Changing World”. Last year it was: “The Conference takes its inventory” this year we will be concentrating on 
our legacies. 
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     Just a reminder to the D.C.M.s. Please contact me about scheduling pre-conference workshops.  Please try to 
join with other Districts so we can reach all that want to participate. Glenn and I may have to divide the schedule 
like last year so all can get the information. Some dates are already penciled in.  When your fliers arrive I will ink 
you into the schedule.  G.S.R.s encourage your D.C.M. to make this event happen 
     PLEASE CHECK YOUR EMAILS AROUND FEBRUARY 16th. I am anticipating the final agenda & 
background material will be available on the Delegate’s Dashboard on the 15th and will start emailing this 
information on the 16th or 17th. I look forward to being with you all again very soon. Thanks for allowing me to 
serve. 
 

Alternate Delegate’s Report:  Glenn W., Since we last met, I have accompanied our Delegate on post 
conference reports all over our North Florida Area. In addition to our local activities I also attended the Southern 
States AA Service Assembly SSAASA in Baton Rouge, LA along with our Delegate.  The weekend was filled 
with service-themed workshops and sharing sessions. As we trudge into the New Year, I look forward to assisting 
our Delegate distribute the Conference background material, getting studied up, and hitting the road in bringing 
these agenda items to your Districts.  All of these efforts are being performed with the goal of giving you - the 
shareholders of AA the Right of Participation so you can be most prepared to inform, not instruct our Delegate 
our group conscience at our April Assembly. 
 

Chairperson:  Vivian F., I would like to welcome our new trusted servants. GSRs and DCMs with Orange 
Badges, please stand. Thank you for your service. I would also like to welcome all our visitors with Green 
Badges, please stand. Thank you for your participation this weekend.  I would like to remind DCMs to continue to 
send your minutes to the Delegate and Area Chair.  It has been very helpful to know what is going on in your 
Districts and helps for us to plan accordingly in case we are able to attend your functions.  I would like to 
introduce our new Archivist Scott B, thank you for stepping in this weekend for Vicki, Archives Service 
Coordinator due to the death in her family.  I would also like to welcome our new Literature Service Coordinator, 
Chad H. and new Treatment Service Coordinator, Mike J.  Thank you both for accepting your appointment.  Ken 
S. resigned as he moved to Atlanta and Iain B. resigned as he moved his home group to Area 1, this gives us more 
reason to get the rest of our state back from them.  Thank you to all of the Districts that invited Marilyn B. and 
myself to have Dogs with the Delegate and Chips with the Chair.  This grassroots effort gave us the opportunity to 
meet many in the fellowship that are unable to come to the Area. Thank you for the privilege to serve. 
 

Alternate Chair: Heather V-W., I'm honored to serve as your Alternate Chairperson for Panel 63. I would like to 
report our attendance this weekend is 172 GSRs/Alt. GSRs, 32 DCMs; Alt. DCMs, 19 Officers/Service 
Coordinators/Administrative, and 70 Visitors or a total of 293 attendees in all. A special thanks to District 9, 
District 21, District 11 and District 13 for being Host District's and completing all assigned duties this weekend. I 
need to speak with the DCM(s) of those Districts interested in Hosting April's Assembly after the meeting today.      
I would like to thank Ward E. our Class A Trustee for being our guest this weekend. Our appreciation to Michael 
S. Panel 55 Past Delegate for the weekend. Thank you both for your dedicated service to AA. Our Past Delegate 
for the April Assembly will be Dan E. If you have not booked your room for future Assemblies, please do so 
before the cut off date March 4, 2014. As a courtesy, please remember to push in your chairs, thank you. Lastly, 
before you leave, please drop your name badge at the Registration table on your way out today. Thank you for an 
opportunity to serve. 
 

Registrar – Jeff P.: There were 182 voting members present for Sunday’s business. Anyone with an orange 
badge: if you haven’t sent me your information yet, please remember to do so! District lists were given to the 
DCMs this weekend.  Please let me know what changes need to be made.  Registrar, P.O. Box 372926 
Satellite Beach, FL 32937. Thank you…it is an honor to serve Area 14. 
 

SPECIAL REPORTS  
 

58th Florida State Convention Report: Lisa D., Good morning Area 14 I''m an alcoholic a member of the 
Mountain Group. My sobriety date is September 11, 1982 and I am the Chair for the 58th Florida State 
Convention and my name is Lisa D. We are very excited in Area 15 that "Serenity at the Beach" will be July 16-
20, 2014 down at the Harbor Beach Marriott Resort and Spa which is on Fort Lauderdale beach. Our website is 
58.flstateconvention.com. On our website you will find online registration, registration form to be printed and 
mailed, a list of our speakers, marathon meeting information, pictures of our merchandise items and a link to book 
your hotel room. The rooms are filling quickly and our room block of 1669 room nights is already over 80% full 
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so please book very soon if you plan to attend and stay at the hotel. Our wonderful speakers are making their 
travel arrangements now and we know you will enjoy the variety of speakers. We also have an additional guest, 
Gail L. who will present a special workshop. Many of the sports events will utilize our wonderful beach location 
this year. We are planning awesome workshops and lots of fun in the sun. We greatly appreciate Area 14 printing 
our registration form in your minutes. Unfortunately my District meeting is today at 2 so I have to leave to drive 
back to Fort Lauderdale but I will leave some flyers on our table. Please take some back to your home groups and 
people you sponsor. Again our website is 58.flstateconvention.com and we will keep updating the site so check 
often for the most up to date information. Thank you. 
 

NFAC Florida State Convention Oversight Committee:  Glenn W., Alt. delegate, Joyce C., Secretary. Joyce 
and I attended last Florida State Convention Joint Advisory Committee (JAC) held in Kissimmee on Nov 9 where 
we received a post conference report from Jacksonville.  In addition, the meeting focused around some of the 
current practices and procedures of the JAC, what works and what doesn’t, and how we can better transfer 
pertinent business information from one Convention to the next. 
     At yesterday’s oversight committee meeting, we received a progress report from Lisa D. on the 58th in Ft 
Lauderdale, and Richie C. on the 59th in Orlando.  The remainder of the meeting centered on discussing the 
Advisory Action that the committee operates under and that some of the past and current practices of the 
committee do not match the composition of the Advisory Action.  After much discussion, the sense of the meeting 
was to request the Growth Committee to consider revising the Advisory Action to reflect current practices. 
 

SERVICE COORDINATOR REPORTS 
 

Accessibilities/Treatment — Kay M., Renee G., Alt., 34 in attendance.  Theme was "Carrying the A.A. Message 
to Alcoholics in Facilities other than Treatment".   A special feature of the meeting was a report by September-
Grace W., Accessibilities Chair, District 14, who recently participated in an Accessibility/PI/CPC workshop for 
recovery counselors and facility personnel. The meeting ended with a lively Q&A session and sharing of 
experiences in reaching out to alcoholics in facilities other than treatment. 
     On another note we are pleased to mention that we have been approached by District 21 in Volusia County for 
help in establishing a county-wide Accessibilities Committee.  
 

Archives — Vicki E., I was unable to attend the workshop due to a death in the family. Thanks to Scott B., Area 
14 Archivist who chaired the workshop and wrote this report in my absence. District 31 provided the Archive 
room display in the interim. The fliers for the first ever annual Florida AA Archives workshop were available and 
placed on every seat. Our workshop was scheduled for Salon H; but was overbooked, and we managed the 
overflow with additional chairs. Standing room only with over 44 in attendance. Stephen R., past Area 14 
archivist gave us a wonderful presentation on How to store, preserve and protect our AA history. Lively 
discussion accompanied with video and the Archive handbook. This was followed by an enthusiastic question and 
answer session, eventually running out of time. One question regarding (Deed of gift) documentation availability 
on our NFAC website raised some questions. Some Groups and Districts might be better equipped and prepared 
to preserve our local AA history if this document were made available. This certainly should be looked into 
further. 
 

Archivist — Scott B., We had planned on moving the Area 14 Archives storage location but with the Holidays 
were only able to schedule one opportunity before the New Year. Unfortunately upon our arrival we realized we 
would be unable to accomplish this task. It was similar to a scene from Jaws “ I think we are going to need a 
bigger truck”. So Stephen Ryan & I have rescheduled for next weekend Saturday January 25, 2014 accompanied 
by a small covered trailer. The Area 14 Archive storage will soon be residing in St. Cloud, Florida.      I have 
registered for the first ever annual Florida A.A. Archives workshop scheduled for February 15, 2014 and I look 
forward to participating for the North Florida Area. I would also like to thank District 31 for providing the 
Archive display for Saturday’s Archive workshop room. From the response Saturday during the archive workshop 
I hope that many of you will join me in February. I still have some fliers available if anyone would like to take 
some back to their Districts.  
 

Cooperation with Professional Community — Linda G., Main topic was District Reports and Questions & 
Answers. GSO has asked for help with two events. 1. American College of Physicians (4-10 to 4-12-2014) and 2. 
Society of Human Resource Management (6-22to 6-25-2014). More information later on these events. We 
discussed what was going on in the districts and talked about how to get the message into schools and how some 
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have. Mike first time at area shared and mentioned how they go to doctor’s offices and talked to doctors, nurses 
and the VA and not to worry about anonymity. There was lots of great input from the districts, just not enough 
time for all of the ideas. Thank you everyone for making it a good workshop. 
 

Corrections — Mike R., Theme was Carrying the Message Behind the Walls. Correction chairs for the district & 
group please make sure you are registered with GSO, Eva S. 212-870-3085, email: corrections @aa.org. 
Grapevines are a great way to carry the message behind the walls. The Pink can money is for corrections to get 
literature. Pre-release is moving slowly. Will draft a letter to DOC to see if we can kick start this program. DCMs, 
please send Registrar or Corrections North Florida the information of district and group correction chairs. 
 

Grapevine/La Vina — Richard C., Alt. Ruben S.. We had 28 in attendance. We discussed the Audio Project and 
attempted to have people submit their stories but had connection problems. We then moved forward with how to 
carry the message using the Grapevine / La Vina. My alternate Ruben S. and I would like to thank District 21 for 
hosting, with $549.00 in ticket sales giving 22 subscriptions away and $277.25 in room sales. Thank you for 
allowing me to serve 
 

Intergroup — Ruth R., We had 48 in attendance yesterday. We were scheduled to have a presentation on 
AA and Advancing Technologies that had been given at the Intergroup/Central Office seminar last year, 
but due to a scheduling issue, the facilitator was unable to attend.   Instead, we had a discussion with 
many participating, relating to issues we’ve experienced/observed due to advancing technologies, such 
as: Central Offices, Districts and Groups saving money by using “free” webhosting services, resulting in 
banner ads for other businesses on their sites, Pictures of members at AA events being posted and tagged 
with first and last name on social media sites like FaceBook, Members first and last names as well as 
their phone numbers showing up on flyers or newsletters posted on Central Office/District  websites, 
Copyrighted and watermarked images appearing on  our websites, without permission or fees being paid 
to the owner of the image, We discussed how we’ve handled these issues so far and how we think they 
should be handled going forward.   Some felt that GSO should issue Guidelines on Technology that go 
beyond the current Guideline on the Internet.  Some thought we should add the words “Social Media” to 
the 11th Tradition, while others were totally against changing the wording of any of our Traditions. 
Most of the violations of the Traditions we’ve seen occurring online were due to ignorance rather than 
malice so the answer comes down to education.  Some felt its GSO’s job to educate members; others 
feel it is our job to educate ourselves and each other on the Traditions and how our use of today’s 
technology is violating them.  We must be responsible for safeguarding our Traditions.  
It was voted on, almost unanimously, to reschedule the AA and Advancing Technologies presentation 
for our Intergroup Workshop in April.  Thanks to everyone for attending and participating and a big 
thank you to Connie for taking notes.  We still need an Alternate Intergroup Service Coordinator.  Please 
let me know if you are interested.  
 

Literature — Chad.,  The workshop Began with a discussion of activities and events for Literature going on in 
the Districts and Groups in Area 14. We discussed the Literature Challenge currently ongoing; and discussed the 
current deadline as well as when the prizes would be announced. We reviewed the AA Guidelines for literature 
Committees especially focusing on the guidelines for groups vs districts vs areas. Segued into what the current 
Literature and Supplies look like as well as discussing the future plans for the display. We reviewed the 
Highlighted literature piece for the Quarter. " The AA Group". Closed with a discussion of the tabled motion 
regarding the printing of the Service Manual. Those in attendance were in favor of asking GSO to take a look at 
the way and frequency in which we currently publish the Service Manual.  
 

Public Information — Sheryl R., There were approximately 15 members in attendance. We reviewed an outline 
on bringing an informational meeting into the schools. We had a great discussion on various formats and 
audiences. I have been working with District 13’s PI Chair fine tuning his in school meetings. He is currently 
bringing an AA meeting into 2 high schools in his county. We have been in touch with GSO, as this appears to be 
a ground breaking effort. I am available to come to your district and assist in any way. Email me at: 
PI@aanorthflorida.org. Much thanks to Melanie, our Alternate Coordinator for all she does. 
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Treatment — Mike J., The newly appointed Coordinator introduced himself and shared his service experience 
and treatment related – non-AA – history. The workshop was opened to discussion with about 25 present. There 
was lively give and take regarding: Bridging the Gap; whether the Treatment Workshop can be helpful to 
members thinking of and/or working in the treatment field: an outside issue; and resources available for helping a 
District build/rebuild a service structure. Closing remarks focused the workshop participants on the importance of, 
and significance of not losing conscious contact with the spiritual nature of our service as the demonstration of 
gratitude – in action – for the gift of sobriety given us by God as we understand/don’t understand God.  
 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 

Finance Committee — Lori P., Chair, Alt. Chair& Note-taker: Marcela W.  
Number in attendance 16. Our Treasurer delivered the Treasurer's report. With 2013 coming to an end our 
Treasury is in the black by $13,158.00. We would like to thank the groups for their continued support. Under New 
Business we discussed a letter received from the General Service Office encouraging areas to consider making 
voluntary contributions in addition to the $1600.00 fee to send our Delegate to the General Service Conference in 
New York in April. We will have a motion coming out of Finance to increase the budget line for 2014 only from 
$1600. to $5500. which is the estimated cost to send our Delegate to Conference this year. Secondly, we 
discussed Translator fees and additional usage of a translator during Area Assembly. It was moved to revise the 
2014 budget by an additional $750. for translation of additional Area Workshops. This motion will be coming 
before the body today also. Our committee was also asked to review and discuss the basket being passed during 
Sunday morning's Business Meeting. As a sense of the Committee; the Finance Committee supports continuing to 
pass the 7th Tradition basket during the Sunday Business Meeting.  
 

Growth Committee — Glenn W., In addition to the appointed DCMs on our Committee, two members of the 
Structures and Guidelines Ad-Hoc Committee, our Secretary, our Parliamentarian and numerous GSRs and other 
visitors attended. We were presented with the request from the Convention Oversight Committee to revise the 
Advisory Action to reflect current practices.  After much questioning, discussion, and exchanging of ideas, the 
committee drafted a unanimously approved a revision to the Advisory Action which will be presented under new 
business today. Being administrative in nature, I really can’t honestly describe our meeting as one of the most fun 
of the weekend.  However, I do believe our meeting showed our Concepts in action as we took this matter of 
policy, starting from “what is this we’re discussing again?” to a substantial unanimity vote. I want to thank all that 
participated in Growth. 
 

Site and Agenda Committee — Heather V-W., Kelly J. Alt., There were 30 in attendance. There were 9 of the 
11 DCMs currently assigned to the committee present and we had quite a few visitors. We reviewed the task 
assigned to the Committee in October which was to secure all Addendums for 2014. I'm pleased to report the 
Hotel has agreed to the same terms and conditions we proposed making our commitment 152 room nights instead 
of 180 per Assembly whereby keeping the same meeting space and decreasing our sliding scale commitment. We 
discussed preparing proposal(s) for the upcoming rotation so that each geographic region was represented.   We 
assigned Committee Members to each region and will review those proposal(s) at our next Assembly and start 
compiling a spreadsheet. We discussed assigning Host Districts to each Assembly for the remaining Assemblies. 
Each Committee Member was assigned several Districts to contact between now and April's Assembly for 
Assemblies through October to streamline efficiencies and give each District an opportunity to speak to their 
Groups before committing and then prepare for their assignments. 
 

Web Site Committee Report — Rita C., Chair With 22 people attending, the meeting started at 2:49. The 
meeting opened with a moment of silence and the Serenity Prayer. I want to thank Linda G. for taking the 
minutes. I gave a report of the flyers and delegate’s reports posted on the website since October assembly.We 
“Skyped” with the webmaster. At the beginning we had some technical difficulties. There were solved and the 
experience went well. A member of our Spanish community let the webmaster know how pleased he was with the 
improvements on the Spanish portion of the website. Reviews of the changes to the “Rule 62” page were 
discussed. A motion was made and passed to accept the changes. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 

AD HOC Committee on Structures and Guidelines – Dan E., First of all I’d like to thank my fellow servants 
under the gentle guidance of Kay, Mike and myself. We had the opportunity to visit about taking a look at the 
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Structures and Guidelines. And, as a result of that exercise, this is what we have come up with. The Ad Hoc 
Committee recommends that the North Florida Area, at the discretion of the Chair conduct a fearless moral 
inventory of the Structures and Guidelines to determine the intent, function and impact on future area business 
through an informed group conscience. 
 

Motion (By Rob B., DCM District 15) – Motion to consider printing the AA Service Manual every other year 
and printing bookmark or pamphlet on subsequent year. Seconded, Discussion, Motion Passes, Minority 
Opinion, Motion to Reconsider, Seconded, Passed, Motion to Table, Seconded. Motion tabled. Motion & 
Second to remove from table. DISCUSSION. Motion to Table, seconded. MOTION TABLED. 
 
Motion from the Web Site Committee (no second required), Motion to change Structures and Guidelines 
section 5 from “Web Master” delete the line “The Web Master shall be appointed by the Web Site Chairperson” 
Add to “Web Site Chairperson” “The Web Site Committee will review and select the preferred candidate. The 
contract for Web Master Services will be executed by both the Web Site Chairperson and the NFAC 
Chairperson.” MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

Requesting a letter of support from Area 14 for ICYPAA Bid. I am an alcoholic named Tessa. Right now I am 
serving as the Area 14 liaison for the Florida bid for ICYPAA. ICYPAA is the International Conference of Young 
People in AA. As a statewide bid, we have been working for 5 years to try to bring the conference to the State of 
Florida. So, I am here today to ask for a sense of the body to give us a letter of support from Area 14 for us to 
bringing the conference here. Which means we will work with Area 14 to make sure there are no conflicts with 
any dates such as; assemblies, State Convention, etc. We are hoping to bring it in 2016 so it will not conflict with 
the International. Sense of the assembly: overwhelming YES. 
 

Establishment of 3 year Ad Hoc Committee on Structures and Guidelines: After obtaining the 
recommendation from Ad Hoc Committee and getting their input and sitting with them and having an intense 
discussion, I have decided to establish a continuation of 3 year Ad Hoc Committee that will work with Growth, 
not for the creation—that will be Growth, but for the spiritual direction and re-direction to continue to look at the 
Structures and Guidelines and I had also discussed this with Growth. NO MOTION REQUIRED 
 

Motion from Finance Committee (no second required: Moved for 2014 only to increase line 6171 (Delegate – 
General Service Conference) from $1,600 to $5,500. DISCUSSION. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

Motion from Finance Committee (no second required: Move to increase line 9470 (Assembly Costs Spanish 
Translator) on the 2014 budget from $1,000 to $1,750 for the translation of additional area workshops. 
DISCUSSION. MOTION PASSED. 2 Opposed. Minority Opinion. No reconsideration. 
 

Motion from Growth Committee (no second required): Motion to revise the April 2006 Advisory Action 
Convention Oversight Committee Composition to reflect current practices and to update procedures to reflect the 
new composition of the committee. 
 

STATE CONVENTION OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE  
Composition: 
 Alternate Delegate – (Committee Chairperson) 
 N. Florida Area Representative – appointed by Alternate Delegate 
 Current/ Florida State Convention Chair (if in N Florida) 
 Current/ Florida State Convention Treasurer (if in N Florida) 
 Future Florida State Convention Chair (if in N Florida) 

 

Scope: Remains Unchanged. 
 

Procedure: (Remains unchanged with the exception of revising the “Alternate Delegate participates on the 
Advisory Commit6tee in conjunction with South Florida Area 15, with the intent of withdrawing from the 
Advisory Committee by December 31 2006.” Bullet point as follows: 
 Alternate Delegate and N. Florida Area Representative participates on the State Convention Joint 

Advisory Committee. DISCUSSION. MOTION PASSED. 3 Opposed. Minority Opinion. No 
reconsideration. 
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NFAC Assembly Roster January 19, 2014 – Provided by the Registrar 

Officer   Present 

Non-
Voting 
Member     Position   Present Alternate

Delegate   X       Accessibilities   X   
Alt. Delegate   X       Archives   X   
Chairperson   X       CPC   X   
Alt. Chairperson   X       Corrections   X   
Treasurer   X       Finance   X   
Registrar   X       Grapevine   X   
Secretary   X       Intergroup   X   
            Literature   X   
Archivist     X     PI   X   
Parliamentarian     X     Treatment   X   
Webmaster           Website   X   

District DCM 
Alt. 

DCM GSR 
Alt. 

GSR Votes Visitors       
DCM #01 1   9 2 10 1       
DCM #03 1   4 1 5         
DCM #04 1   6 1 7         
DCM #05   1 3 1 5 1       
DCM #06 1   2 1 3         
DCM #07A 1 1 5   6         
DCM #07B     1   1         
DCM #08 1 1 6   7         
DCM #09 1 1 7   8         
DCM #10 1 1 3 3 5         
DCM #11 1   5   6         
DCM #12 1   3 1 5         
DCM #12B 1   4 1 6         
DCM #13 1 1 6   7         
DCM #14 1 1 8 2 10 4       
DCM #15 1 1 7   8         
DCM #16                   
DCM #17 1   3 1 5         
DCM #18A 2   7   9         
DCM #18B                   
DCM #19A   1 6   6 1       
DCM #19B                   
DCM #20     4   4         
DCM #21 1   5   6         
DCM #22 1   3   4 1       
DCM #23 1   4 1 5         
DCM #24 1 1 2 3 5 1       
DCM #25 1   4 1 5         
DCM #27 1   5 1 6         
DCM #28 1 1 2   3 1       
DCM #30 1   7 2 9 2       
DCM #31   1 2   3 1       
DCM #32 1       1         
DCM #33 1   3   4 1       
          174 14       
          18         
      Total   192         
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Votes 

NORTH FLORIDA AREA CONFERENCE 
1st Quarter Assembly, January 17-19, 2014  

 
ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Sunday, January 19, 2014 at 9:00 AM 
 

Open: Call to order & Serenity Prayer – Vivian F. 
 

Roll call:   Registrar – Jeff P. 
 

Reading of Anonymity Statement & Reading of short form of Concepts 
 

Officer’s Reports: 
Secretary – Joyce C. 
Treasurer – Annette D. 
Delegate – Marilyn B. 
Alternate Delegate – Glenn W. 
Chairperson – Vivian F. 
Alternate Chairperson – Heather V-W. 
Registrar – Jeff P. 

 
Special Reports: 

58th Florida State Convention – Lisa D., Area 15 South Florida 
NFAC Florida State Convention Oversight Committee – Glenn W. 

 
Service Coordinators Reports:  

Accessibilities – Kay M. 
Archives – Vicki E. 
Area Archivist – Scott B. 
Cooperation with Professional Community – Linda G. 
Corrections – Mike R. 
Grapevine – Richard C. 
Intergroup – Ruth R. 
Literature – Chad H. 
Public Information – Sheryl R. 
Treatment Facilities – Mike J. 

 
Administrative Committee Reports: 

Finance – Lori P. 
Growth – Glenn W. 
Site & Agenda /Alternate Chairperson – Heather V-W. 
Web Site – Rita C. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: (UNFINISHED BUSINESS) 
 

Motion to consider printing the AA Service Manual every other year and printing bookmark or pamphlet 
on subsequent year.  

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
 
CLOSING: 
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OTHER WORKSHOP REPORTS  
 
GSR Workshop Report — Heather V-W. opened the meeting with the Serenity Prayer followed by Introducing 
Marilyn B. our Area Delegate who addressed the GSRs and discussed her role and what to expect in the 
upcoming Assembly (i.e. pre-conference, agenda items and speed dating format).  Marilyn then introduced Glenn 
W. and he too reviewed his role as Alternate Delegate and how he assists Marilyn with completing those assigned 
tasks.  We were privileged to have Ward E. Class A Trustee visit our Workshop, Heather introduced him and he 
spoke a few moments about his experience role and love for our fellowship as Class A Trustee. Then Michael S. 
Past Delegate Panel 55 guided us through a review of what motions were coming to the floor at the Sunday 
Business Meeting.  He introduced each Committee Member and they read their motion(s) and provided 
background material on those motion(s).  We closed the meeting with the Responsibility Statement. 
 

DCM Workshop – Vivian F., We opened with a short discussion on Service Resume’s and the importance of 
getting ready for rotation.  There are two different Service Resumes, one to give to the Chair immediately upon 
their election for an appointed position and the one for an elected position.  Then several officers, Registrar, 
Treasurer, Secretary and Delegate, gave information about their positions.  In addition, the Registrar gave an 
update on getting information to him for updating the records for GSO and the North Florida Area Database.  
Everyone in the room was asked if they had ever been a DCM to raise their hands and at this time were reminded 
they could stand for Delegate and Alt. Delegate. 
 

Sharing Session Picnic – Vivian F., & Ward E., Sharing sessions were explained and then Ward Ewing, 
immediate past Chairman of the Board, A Trustee and currently serving as Trustee Emeritus was introduced.  
Ward gave an overview of how he got to his position and the floor was opened for comments, concerns and 
suggestions:  
 

Q. When there is conflict at the District/Group conflict and a letter or request is sent to the General Service 
Office (GSO) to resolve, why don’t they give the answer?    A. GSO is not AA police – keep in the mind 
the upside down triangle and where the energy of AA comes from, it comes from the group.   So local 
group needs to resolve their issues – unless it affects AA as a whole.  

 

Q. Why did the prices of literature go up?     A. Profit is not made off literature sales; the office depends on 
contributions and literature sales to be available.  Literature costs are adjusted based on prudent reserve. 

 

Q. Have you ever seen a change or controversy that is a danger to AA?  A. Traditions are as important at 
trustee level as everywhere in AA.   Being aware of the difference in how AA works helps at all levels.   
This allows resolution.  There was a Trustee in Canada to discuss issues in AA, that was going to remote 
areas getting transportation support from government.  Is this a contribution to AA?  No, because the 
Government was giving all of the speakers the same transportation.. 

 

Q. Does a Class A usually come to Assemblies?  A. No 
 

Q. Why doesn’t a country that is having the Big Book translated pay for translation?  A. AAWS 
(publishing)is in charge.  There is International Literature Fund that consists of donations from all of the 
countries that helps with the cost.  A  Country wanting a translation of the Big Book would petition 
AAWS.  When translation is approved (paid for by International Literature Fund), the country gets 
publishing rights and must publish for itself.  However that translation must be overseen by AAWS so 
that it continues to be the same for all countries. 

 

Q. Do stories change in translation of the Big Book to suit individual countries? A. Lots of translations are 
only 164 pages – or they add local stories. 

 
Q. Where is Grapevine going now?  There has been a 30% drop in subscriptions.  How long can this 

continue? A. I can’t answer this question because I can’t see in the future.  By the Advisory of the 
Conference we are required to continue to keep the magazine at 64 pages.  We are unable to accept 
contributions or ads, so the subscriptions and book sales are the only revenue.  The drop in subscriptions 
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causes an issue with the self-support.  The Grapevine Board is open to ideas and suggestions especially in 
this digital market.  

  

Q. Why are we resisting change at Grapevine? A. The Conference group conscience rules and panels rotate 
– ½ new each year.  We are not a change orientated organization.  Proposals produce only modest 
savings. 

 

Q. The Grapevine  was my meeting when I was overseas – how can we get across ideas that might save 
Grapevine? A. Format change doesn’t need approval, so if you have any suggestions, the committee 
would be interested in hearing them.   

 

Q. The Forums and Conferences around the Southeast have Sharing Sessions and at each one, there has 
been discussion that the membership in AA has gone flat.  Do you think this is having an effect on AA as a 
whole?  A. The Survey that comes out every 2 years is an important measure of members from survey to 
survey.  It is very accurate in comparing years.  However; by looking at the survey, there are 26 suffering 
alcoholics for every member still waiting to come into AA.   AA not growing, but population is, and we 
need to reflect on if we are carrying the message to the still sick and suffering alcoholic that has not come 
into the rooms. 

 
Second Half of General Service -- 
 
The workshop was opened with an explanation of Trustees, what they do, how many of them there are and basic 
information out of the Service Manual.  The Panel of Chet P., current Southeast Regional Trustee, Dick G., past 
Southeast Regional Trustee and Ward Ewing, Trustee Emeritus gave information on how it works after the 
Conference is in session and how the committees work with information sent to them.  The floor was opened for 
Q and A. and with all of the fun and excitement; we were quickly running out of time.  This information can be 
found in the Service Manual, but it was more fun to hear told to us with such strength and laughter.  There was no 
boredom in the room.  The fact that our Trustees receive no wage for their service, but are reimbursed for their 
expenses was continuously brought up.  Ward ended the Panel with the message that although it was stated he 
does not get paid, he does get paid, not financially but in the love of AA that is brought back to him. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




