
 

 

Minutes of the Second Quarterly Assembly July 2006 
North Florida Area Conference of Alcoholics Anonymous 

 
2006 Theme: “Sponsorship, Service and Self-Support in a Changing World” 

 
Area Chair, Tom H. opened the meeting with the Serenity Prayer.  Jim T, read the Anonymity 
Statement and Tom read the short form of the Concepts.    Every one was asked to recite the 
Responsibility Statement  
  
Tom reminded us that we would be electing an Archivist for North Florida Area Assembly.  He 
then asked the Registrar to call the roll so that we would have an accurate count of votes.  It takes 
a 2/3 majority to elect officers. 
  
Registrar: – Connie D.  – Asked Districts to please answer the roll call by saying DMC, Alt 
DCM, Number of GSRs and Total number of votes as she call the roll. (See roll call attachment).  

  
While waiting for a total from Connie, Area Registrar, Tom recognized and welcomed the first 
Timers to NFAA.   
  
SPECIAL ELECTION:    Chair Tom H asked that all who care to stand for the position of Area 
Archivist to please go to the microphone.  Cecilia R., current DCM District 15 and Archives 
Service Coordinator stated that she has put in her service resume for consideration to be Archivist 
for the North Florida Area.  Chair Tom H, announced that Cecilia had previously resigned as the 
Archives Service Coordinator and that the Alternate, Rob, is now the Archives Service 
Coordinator 
  
There being no other candidates Tom asked for a show of hands for a unanimous vote.  Cecilia R 
is the Archivist for North Florida Area. 
  
OFFICERS REPORTS:
Delegate – Michael S. Recognized all Past Delegates in the room:  Tom D, panel 43; Dan E, 
panel 45, Dick G, panel 47, also past S E Region Trustee; Kathy P, panel 49; Also I would like to 
announce past delegate Gene L, panel 49 (Area71, Virginia) now a Floridian, who is often with 
us recently got married and is a honey moon this week and could not be here. 
  
We have with us this weekend some guests from South FL. Steve P South Florida Area Delegate, 
panel 55, and Beth D. panel 53, past Delegate. 
  
As of current printings of pamphlets, the pamphlets will begin to have a new look; before they 
had stair steps and dots denoting whether they were service or recovery or professional and now 
they will say right on there which category.  I have set up a table with my notebooks and things 
from conference and these will be there so you can have a look at them.   The contents remain the 
same it’s only the covers that have changed. 
  
Also at Conference they have a display of Big Books and currently there are 53 translations of the 
Big Book.   Not all of them are of the complete Big Book, some of them are just the first 164 
pages, but what I did during break is copy all the covers so you can see the languages that the Big 
Book has been written in. 
  
After the Conference ended we had a chance to go to Stepping Stones and I brought back a flyer 
from that it is a wonderful experience.  You can also visit Steppingstones.Org online and there 
you will see a lot of pictures of Bill W’s home. 
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The General Service Conference was held April 23 – 26.  The theme of the conference was 
Sponsorship, Service and Self-Support in a Changing World”.  My second year conference 
experience is like watching a favorite movie for the second time.  I know the plot and can pay 
more attention to detail and dialogue, but it is also a biter sweet experience because it is sweet 
seeing friends that I made last year but bitter knowing this is the last General Service Conference 
I will ever attend as delegate. 
  
The General Service Conference is currently held each year in April in New York City, it is 
composed of 93 Area Delegates – 78 from the U. S., 14 from Canada and 1 from Porto Rico, 
there are 21 Trustees – 7 class A non-alcoholic, 14 class B Alcoholic – 8 of which are Regional 
Trustees, 2 are At large Trustees 1 each from the U S and Canada, and 4 are General Service 
Trustees.  Also, there are 6 Non Trustee Directors – 3 from the AAWS Board and 3 from the 
Grapevine Board.  The Conference also has 16 Staff members -13 from GSO and 3 from the 
Grapevine.  Bringing the total to 136 voting conference members.   
  
This morning I give my report in two parts.  The first part I will be telling you about the 
experience of that week and the second part will the advisory actions. 
  
I arrived on Saturday in New York around noon and went to the hotel however the trip from the 
airport to the hotel took longer than the trip from Florida to New York, due to weather and traffic.  
It rained all day Saturday and Sunday and off and on Monday and Tuesday.  This prevented any 
short walks around the hotel.   The temperature was in the 40s and slowly warmed up throughout 
the week.  Saturday afternoon was a hospitality suite sponsored by the New York Intergroup.  I 
have meeting schedule from the New York Intergroup on the display table and there in access of 
100 pages.  I missed the hospitality suite this year due to the shuttle service.  The only personal 
time the Delegates have is before the conference begins or after it ends.  During Conference we 
are busy morning, noon and night.  Saturday night was the Southeastern Regional Delegates 
Diner and this is followed by a delegate’s only meeting.  As this year conference Chair, I chaired 
that meeting.  For the next six days lunch and diner are a part of the conference.  The entire 
conference is held in two large adjoining ball rooms – one for meetings – one for meals.  Several 
small rooms are used for committee meetings.  Saturday afternoon is also a meeting of the 1728 
Group.  This name comes from multiplying 12 x12 x 12.  It is an AA meeting for Trustees so the 
Alcoholic Trustees can share their experience of working the steps with our Non Alcoholic 
Trustees.  The Non Alcoholic Trustees are strongly encouraged to work the steps and to even 
have a sponsor.   
  
Sunday morning is orientation; Sunday afternoon is opening greetings and Keynote address.  Also 
Sunday afternoon is a joint Trustees and conference committee meeting, this is so the Delegates 
can ask questions regarding the agenda items and background material.  Sunday night is the 
conference banquet which is affectionately called “say good by to your spouse” and a speaker 
meeting, because once this happens the spouses are taken out site seeing and shopping in New 
York, while the Delegates are working.   
  
There were two observers attending the conference Valerie M. from GSO Australia and Noritake 
N from GSO Japan. 
  
Monday 9 AM – 12 Noon is the first of two scheduled conference committee meetings.  This year 
for the first time is recent memory the Literature Committee finished all their work in the two 
allotted meetings.  However, the Report and Charter Committee ran into excessive overtime 
meeting a total of six times for more than eleven hours.  Monday Afternoon there was reports by 
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AAWS and Grapevine and Financial Reports.  The incoming Delegates are also to give a two 
minute presentation about their area.  These reports are spaced over three days.  During the week 
there are also presentations about the Conference theme and time allotted for sharing sessions 
between the Delegates, the GSO staff and the Trustees.  Tuesday morning was the second of two 
scheduled conference committee meetings.  Tuesday afternoon was more presentations and a trip 
to the General Service Office.  Tuesday night was a Delegates only dinner and the election of the 
Delegate Chair and alternate Chair for next years Conference.  Darrel M., from Kentucky will 
serve a Delegate Chair and Pat L from Alberto, Canada will serve as Alternate Delegate Chair.  
Wednesday morning was more workshops and more reports.  Wednesday afternoon was Trustees 
election.  This year’s election was held for Eastern Canada and the Pacific Regions.  Wednesday 
night starts the actual business meeting with committee reports, motions, and discussions and 
voting.  It is similar to any other AA business meeting since we are all just a bunch of drunks.  
However this business meeting starts on Wednesday evening and goes until we get finished 
Friday evening.  The Conference is finally over when all business is conducted.  Last year the 
Conference ended at approximately 7:00 PM.  Sometimes it runs later, sometimes it runs later.  
This year it ended at about 4: PM.  Friday night several of us went out for diner and then I had a 
few hours to walk around the hotel and buy some souvenirs.  Saturday morning is a farewell 
brunch, with the rotating Trustees saying “goodbye”.  Then is when we went to “Stepping 
Stones”.   This is the home of Bill and Lois in Bedford Hills about an hour north of the city and is 
a beautiful, hilly and wooded area.  It is sparsely populated; however, many new homes have 
been built there in the last 20 years.  “Stepping Stones” consist of the main house, a garage 
building and up a little is Bill’s study affectionately called wits end.  This is where Bill did much 
of his writing.  His original desk is there where he sat and wrote the Big Book.  There are lovely 
gardens throughout the entire property.  The home was originally built as a summer cottage.  Any 
one is allowed to visit and take the tour.  I was overwhelmed with the serenity I felt while there.  I 
returned later that evening. 
  
On the advisory actions, on the Agenda Committee, the theme for the 2007 General Service 
Conference is “Our 12 Step Responsibility, Are We Going to Any Length?”  There are also 
several workshop and presentations topics chosen.   
  
Policy and Admissions they met a total of six times and most of the time was used to update a 
policy from 1977, regarding observers at the conference.  The 1977 policy states we can have one 
observer and this had to be changed because we had two observers at this Conference, and 
because one of the observers required a translator.   
  
The Trustees Committee approved the slate of the Trustees for the coming year and revised some 
corporate by-laws.  They have also referred to the Trustees Committee the possibility of a Class B 
Alcoholic Chair of the board and that is to be reported back to the  
Conference Trustees next year. 
  
The Grapevine Committee, there were no recommendations, only consideration for developing a 
Spanish workbook and anthology in the near future. 
  
The Finance Committee, the word “donation” will be replaced with the word “contribution” 
throughout AA literature.  The small order freight charge will not be changed at this time.  The 
large order discounts will not be removed.  Basically these were implemented in July and there 
were not sufficient time to have an accurate picture of the affect on finances and will be looked at 
again next year. 
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The Archives Committee, will compile a list of recordings that need to be properly archived and 
the cost and will review this on a yearly basis, also several ongoing projects were reviewed.  
There is a vast treasure trove of tapes, some reel to reel, and some cassettes that due to age are 
decaying and deteriorating that need to be digitized before they are completely lost.  We have a 
new Archivist, Amy Filiatro.  She is not AA, she is a friend of AA, and her father has 30 years of 
sobriety.  She will identify these tapes and prioritize them so they can begin to be digitized and 
the message will be saved. 
  
The Report and Charter Committee, met 4 times for total of 10 hours discussing a disclaimer 
statement in the front of directories.   
  
The International Convention and Regional Forums Committee, The International Convention in 
Toronto lost $39,000.  Considering this is less than 1% of their budget, basically they broke even 
and did a wonderful job.   
  
The CPC Committee, they recommended that three short video segments be produced and 
accessible on the Internet aimed at professionals.  
  
The PI Committee accepted a new PSA.  Recommended that on the survey that “other” be listed 
under “marital status”.  The original request was that domestic partner be added and that was 
changed to “other” with a blank so that people could file it in as they see fit. 
  
The Literature Committee accepted the comic pamphlet “Too Young”.  Last year we reviewed 
and sent it back to publications for rewrite.  They did a wonderful job listening to our suggestions 
and we accepted what they gave us without any corrections.  We also accepted the pamphlet “It 
Happened To Alice” another comic pamphlet.  Sent the pamphlet  “AA and the Native North 
American”, to the Trustees Literature Committee and the publications department to be revised 
where it will be reviewed and put out word to solicit more stories and rewrite.  That project will 
probably be several years in the making.  Recommended that the word “largely” be restored to 
the preface of the Big Book.  In context it says that “this book has been unchanged” and the word 
“largely” was added in the second edition and it should say “this book has remained largely 
unchanged”.  That word will also be replaced in other appropriate places like “Experience, 
Strength and Hope” and other referrals to the preface.  Reviewed and accepted the Trustees 
progress report on the Spanish third edition of the Big Book.  Originally there was a deadline of 
September of last year for stories.  They felt they did not have sufficient quantity of stories and 
extended that deadline until June of this year.  There will either be a draft or a progress report 
presented to next years General Service Conference.  We accepted the draft manuscript “Young 
People in AA”, this has been expanded and stories have been added with stories of people as 
young as twelve.  We recommended that the pamphlet “Letter To The Woman Alcoholic” be 
discontinued.  It was original produced in the 1950s, and written by a non-alcoholic and 
published in “Good Housekeeping” magazine when we did not have literature for women and it is 
our feeling that we are now writing our own literature, by us for us, and we retired that to 
archives.  It can be retrieve from the Archives department.  We discussed the request to develop a 
history book from 1955 through 2000, and took no action, because this project had been 
attempted at least three times in the past and over $300,000 spent and we could not decide which 
direction to go and felt it would be worse to try put it out there and spending money without a 
result, which would not be in the best interest of AA.   
One of the items of interest is discuss the request to develop an “Intergroup/Central Office” 
pamphlet.  Reading the exact recommendation that came out of committee, “The committee 
discussed the request to develop an “Intergroup/Central Office” pamphlet, and took no action.  
The committee acknowledged that in many areas that Intergroup/Central office has a vital role in 
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carrying the AA message.  However they felt there appears to be sufficient information available 
about Intergroup/Central Office in AA conference approved literature and service material as the 
structure and function of Intergroup/Central Office is varied throughout the U.S. and Canada, it 
was the consensus of the Committee that where a need may exist for an Intergroup/Central Office 
pamphlet, it can best be addressed locally”.  I was asked at the April Assembly to request an 
agenda item for a Spanish audio CD of the Big Book.  It was too late to get it on this year’s 
agenda, but I did speak to Chris C, the Publications Director, and was told it would be considered 
after the third edition of the Spanish Big Book is finished. 
  
The Corrections Committee, develop a media presentation aimed at corrections personnel 
They are also going to revise the pamphlet “Inmate to Inmate”   
  
The Treatment Committee revised and redefined the scope of the Treatment Committee. 
  
There were five floor actions this year.  The first, added text to the PI advisory action that the 
airing of the video be reported back to the 2007 General Service Conference.  There is a company 
the GSO contracts with that monitors the airing the PSA, and reports how often and what time 
aired, and we wanted that report. 
  
Two, when the Literature Committee finished and there the explanation about the 
Intergroup/Central Office pamphlet, someone went to the microphone and moved that we have an 
Intergroup/Central Office pamphlet.  They were not happy with the answer and they have the 
right to do that.  We voted on that motion and the motion failed since the Committee had 
explained the reasoning behind their decision.   
  
Three, there was a motion to change the name of the pamphlet “Inmate to Inmate” and that failed. 
  
Four, Amy Filiatro had an excellent Archives presentation and there was a motion that that 
presentation be available on CD.  That motion failed because we did not want to set a president of 
distributing archives material until sufficient thought had gone into what we are going distribute, 
how we are going to distribute and how we are going to price it. 
  
Five, after the PI Committee information on the membership survey there was a floor action to 
add domestic partner to the membership survey and we voted not to consider this since it had 
already been considered. 
  
A couple of other items from the Conference.  On the financial side, the 2007 budget is up 11% 
or $1,250,000 from 2005.   Contributions for 2005 were $5,282,000; up 2%.  Total budget is 
$12,758,000.  Total expenses are $12,102,000; projecting a $600,000 access in cash.  This will be 
used to build the prudent reserve, and to fund retire plan and the health insurance plan as required 
by Federal and New York law.   
  
Grapevine circulation has dropped to 105,500; down about 2,000 from 2005, Income is $1, 9 
million expenses expected to be $1, 6 million; with approximate $22,000 profit this. 
La Vina circulation is expected to increase from 9,400 to 9,700, with an expected loss of about 
$100,000. it has been about that same amount for the about the past ten years, since it began, but 
the General Service Conference is in unanimous agreement that we continue, because it meets a 
need within the fellowship. 
  
An estimate of groups and members in the fellowship as on January 1, 2006; in the US there are 
52,000 groups and over 1 million members.  In Canada there are 6,000 groups and 110,000 
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members.   There 45,000 groups outside of North America for 700,000 members.  With numbers 
that include groups in correctional institutions and loaners;  
Worldwide there are approximately 106,000 groups and 1,950,000 members and that is just an 
estimate.  
  
There are fewer groups giving more money, but contributions are essentially flat.  Since the 
fourth edition of the Big Book, has come sells are declining.  If this trend continues they will have 
to raise the price of literature, so that they have the fund so operate.  Please take this message 
back to your groups, that GSO needs money.  This does not mean they’re hurting or in dire 
financial shape or shut the door or cut any of the services.  They just keep a keen eye on the 
figures and the future, so that they can do the work that we have charged them to do through the 
Conference. 
  
If you have questions, please see me during the break or after the assembly this morning.  My 
schedule is filling quickly, but I would love to be at every district, please contact me as soon as 
possible. 
  
Thank you for allowing me to serve as your delegate.  It is an honor and a privilege. 
  
Chair Tom H, called on Steve P. Delegate for the South Florida Area.  The hospitality has been 
overwhelming the spirit of enthusiasm has been encouraging and I wish you all the best. Please 
keep carrying the message and doing the vital work that you do and thank you for the hospitality. 
  
  
Alternate Delegate:  Fred H. - Michael & I will be attending the Southeastern Regional 
Conference in Louisville, Kentucky from August 11 – 13, 2006.  There is service workshops 
scheduled and Michael & I will be attending and participating in the workshops.  A luncheon & 
business meeting is scheduled for Saturday. It will be hosted by Howard L. our current Southeast 
Region Trustee.  
  
A Regional Forum is scheduled to be held in Atlanta, Georgia from December 1 – 3, 2006. The 
forum will be hosted by the 13 areas of the Southeast Region. There will be members of the 
General Service Office staff at the forum during the sharing sessions and they will be available to 
answer questions. The current delegates from the Southeast Region will be giving presentations 
and there will be representatives from the Grapevine present. The Sunday morning session will 
include talks by the past trustees.  
  
Registration forms are being mailed from the General Service Office. Registration is free and you 
do not have to register to attend. You may register at the G.S.O. A.A. Web Site @ www.aa.org 
Anyone who does register will receive a final report of all of the discussions at the forum.  
  
Special Reports:
2006 Florida State Convention chair:  Joni E. The Florida State Convention is being held in 
three weeks at the Westin Innisbrook Resort on U S 19 North in Palm Harbor.  We have checked 
the database this morning.  We have over 1,500 pre registrations.  This is a great event.  Hotels 
are filing up.  The Saturday night banquet is sold out, but there is room for the Friday night 
banquet.  We have meetings, marathon meeting, Spanish meetings, AlAnon meetings and Gay 
and Lesbian meetings and young people meetings, and a long timers panel and 11 of the best 
speakers.   It’s going to be fun come down. 
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2007 Florida State Convention chair:  Bob D., Thank you to Fred, Ann and Joni, for their help 
in getting the ‘07 convention started.  We have committee members here today.   
We have our banner and our theme is “and great events will come to pass”. From page 164 of the 
Big Book.   
Officers Reports:
Area Chair Report:  Tom H., during the quarter I had the pleasure of visiting several Districts.  I 
am very happy visit any district which cares to have me, just let me know. 
  
It was suggested at the Interim officers meeting that we have available Spanish language GSR 
orientation packets.  I have purchased enough materials for 50 packets and brought 10 to this 
Assembly to evaluate the need.  I have also spoken to Maria, who will provide me with 10 copies 
of the minutes written in Spanish so they can be included in the packets. 
  
This assembly is the time for those who wish to stand for Area office in October to announce so 
under new business.  I have more resume forms for any whom desire them, and they are available 
on the website.   
  
I also have available a service coordinator resume form for those who wish to be considered by 
the incoming chair for those positions.  See me after the assembly or Glenn our webmaster has 
them posted on our website.  They will need to be submitted to the new chair after the election in 
October.  As a reminder, please do not forget to put your phone number on the form, so you can 
be easily reached. 
  
As always I am open to any suggestions as to how to improve the business portion of the 
assembly. 
  
Thank you, for the privilege of serving the area. 
  
Also I received an email from FCYPAA asking for what they consider a letter of information 
from the North Florida Area so that they could present a bid to the state convention to attempt to 
get the FCYPAA convention for 2007 in Orlando.  I did not have the time to get this to the 
assembly.  They needed it before I could do that.  I consulted with a couple of past Delegates and 
using my right of decision as Area Chair I chose to send this letter.  (See attached).  The Orlando 
Bid did not win, however they are going to try again. 
  
Alternate Chair:  Tina C-L.  Thank you to Districts 18A, 18B, 11, 12A and 12B for hosting 
assembly, they have done a fabulous job.  Thank you in advance and a reminder to District 6, 
19A, 19B, 23, and 24 for hosting the upcoming October Assembly, and please meet at the 
registration table immediately following this assembly so you can divide the responsibilities and 
some one can take the registration boxes with them.  Also thank you to Kathy P. for serving as 
our Assembly Past Delegate time. 
  
A couple of quick reminders, please check out by noon and allot yourself enough time to get in 
and out of the restaurant on Sunday morning.  They have done a good job this time, but when 
there is 40 or 50 of us at once its tough.   
Make your reservation for the October Assembly, which is October 13, 14 and 15, either today 
before you leave or at least 30 days prior to that October date.   
  
Thank you for allowing me to serve. 
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Treasurer:  Rick B.  Here is where we stand year to date:  our contributions are $23,541.74, 
coffee and baskets is $1284.89 and literature sales of $1133.02 for a total year to date income of 
$25959.65.  Total expenses $18,476.58 leaving a positive Balance of $7,483.07. 
  
The latest Bank Balance is $15,722.39, CD on deposit $11,797.96. For a total cash on hand of 
$27,520.35. 
  
We are continuing to gain on our prudent reserve of $33,779; and if things continue this way we 
should reach this by year end or the first of next year. 
  
Next years budgets are done.  (Please see attached) 
  
Thank you. 
  
Registrar:  Connie D. Please let me know of any address changes.   
Thanks again for the opportunity to serve you 
  
Secretary:  Ann P.  Let me know if there are any corrections.  Thank you 
  
Administrative Reports: 
Growth Committee:  Fred H.   
The Growth Committee meeting opened with a moment of silence followed by the serenity 
prayer. There were ten (10) of the twelve (12) members of the Growth Committee present. There 
were 27 people in attendance at the meeting.  
  
The Area 14 State Convention Committee motion & the Website Service Coordinator motion to 
provide Area Accessibilities documents on the Website will be voted on under old business at the 
Sunday morning business meeting. These above had previously come out as motions from the 
Growth Committee and had been published in the minutes from the April 2006 Assembly.  
  
Carolina T., DCM, District 18 has been updating the Structures and Guidelines and will be 
forwarding the revised document to the Website Service Coordinator for inclusion on the North 
Florida Area Website.  
  
A motion to allow only past and current DCMs to stand for the position of Area Chairperson was 
discussed by the Growth Committee. The motion is as follows: 
  
“Motion to allow only past & current DCMs to stand for the position of Area Chairperson”. 
  
The motion passed with unanimously 
  
The balance of the meeting was spent in a sharing session with the DCMs from the various 
districts.  
  
District 7A – Jim S. – Attendance has been up and down, however the district is growing.  
  
District 9A – LeRoy L. - We are working with other districts, and recently had a long-timers 
meeting. The district meetings have gone down in participation since they have multiple DCMs.  
  
District 11 - Kevin K. - He has three groups and they make it to the meetings. He has had three or 
fours GSR’s that were at last meeting and more volunteers are showing up.  
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District 13 - Jim F. The district is doing well and cooperating with other districts. He had 24 
people at the last district meeting.  
  
District 18 - Carolina T. Attendance has been steady with about 20 people at district meetings and 
service positions have been filled.  
  
District 19B - Wayne O. Attendance is up and we have started a GSR workshop. AL B conducts 
the workshop and it allows the GSR’s to know what they are doing at the area level.  
  
District 22 – Peter F. We have core participation with most service positions filled. The district 
voted to have a Grapevine raffle. Michael S. has been scheduled to give his delegate’s report. The 
district currently has an inflated treasury and we have been asking the GSR’s how they want their 
money spent.  
  
District 22 - Wendy – We have 30 groups in the district and approximately half of the groups 
attend the district meetings. We are creating a website & visiting the groups. We also bring 
service pamphlets to the meetings. The meeting in our district is also published in our local 
Where and When. 
  
District 28 – Marylyn B. We have 300 to 350 members in our district and our district is very 
active with approximately 25 people attending the district business meeting.   
  
Beth D. Past Delegate for Area 15 South Florida was present and recognized.  
  
Site and Agenda:   Tina C-L.  8 voting DCMs of 12 assigned to this committee were present.  
Thank you Chet P for coming to our GSR workshop to go through Roberts Rules of Order, the 
GSRs are learning a lot and Chet is doing a wonderful job.   
  
The final dates for the 2007 Assemblies are January 12, 13, and 14; March 23, 24 and 25; July 13, 
14, & 14; and October 12, 13 and 14.  Room rates will be $64, per night in 2007, and $65, per 
night in 2008. 
  
Discussion was held about smoking in front of the meeting room doors.  Alternate Chair will 
make an announcement throughout the assemblies, suggesting smokers not stand in front of the 
meeting room doors.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 
  
The committee made a decision to change the Friday registration time (which is not officially part 
of the Assembly) to from 6: PM to 8: PM. 
  
Thank you Lori S, the Alternate Site and Agenda Chair for taking notes. 
  
Finance Report:  Beth J, chair, 9 voting DCMs of 12 assigned to this committee were 
Present.  Thank you to Alternate Finance Chair, Melanie E, and the Finance Committee. 
  
Discussed the upcoming motion regarding the reprinting of the Accessibilities pamphlet in and 
will move that we reprint the pamphlet at a cost up to $1000.00. 
  
The Treatment had asked for additional funds to attend the Bridging the Gap Conference in 
September.  However the Treatment Service Committee chair could not attend this committee and 
the committee elected not to discuss. 
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The Public Information Service Committee chair attended our meeting and requested $200, 
because he will be attending two more conferences and has already spent his budget.  We decided 
this was a need that needed to be fulfilled, and since the funds are available.  This amount does 
not need to come to the floor. 
  
We discussed the proposed budget, making changes as necessary.  (Please see attached proposed 
budget). 
  
The Webmaster attended the Finance Committee and will be making a request of a one time 
purchase of software and a computer of less than $500, in October.  The software is for emailing 
the list of the Assembly.  He is currently using his personal computer. 
  
Thank you. 
  
Old Business:   
Fred H, Alternate Delegate, Growth Committee, From the Growth Committee 
From the Growth Committee – We move that the North Florida Area 14 Committee rescind the 
previous passed in April 2005, the motion being as follows:  That the North Florida Area assume 
a 100% oversight and responsibility for the Florida State Convention when it occurs 
geographically within the North Florida Area” 
The above rescinded motion shall be replaced as follows: 
STATE CONVENTION COMMITTEE 

1. Composition:  
• Alternate Delegate – (Chairperson)  
• Current/Upcoming State Convention Chairperson  
• Current/Upcoming State Convention Treasurer  
• Past Florida State Convention Treasurer  
• Past Florida State Convention Chair.  

In case of vacancy, Area 14 Chair will appoint an Area 14 member with State 
Convention organizational experience. 

  
• Alternate Delegate – (Chairperson)  
• Current/Upcoming State Convention Chairperson  
• Current/Upcoming State Convention Treasurer  
• Past Florida State Convention Treasurer  
• Past Florida State Convention Chair.  

In case of vacancy, Area 14 Chair will appoint an Area 14 member with State 
Convention organizational experience. 

2. Scope:  
• •         Provide oversight of the legal and financial activities of the Florida State 

Convention when held in the geographic area of North Florida. 
• •         Define and manage the site selection process. 
• •         Ensure that the Florida State Convention of Alcoholics Anonymous remain 

self-supporting utilizing the existing 501c (3), in cooperation with South Florida 
Area 15. 

• •         Receive and monitor financial statements of the local hosting committee. 
• •         Set the prudent reserve level and periodically reviewing the level for 

possible revision. 
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• •         Receive full disclosure of any minutes and/or treasury information as 
requested. 

• •         Receive final report at conclusion of convention. 
  

3. Procedure:  
• •         Committee meets every quarterly on Saturday. 
• •         Committee chairperson gives a report at the Sunday morning business 

meeting. 
• •         Approve, deny, or request revisions to bids. 
• •         Once all expenses are paid in full, the State Convention Committee will 

make recommendations as to how to distribute any excess funds. 
• •         Monitor budget and provide suggestions. 
• •         Informs Area 14 of any major transgressions during convention and 

preparation process. 
• •         Alternate Delegate participates on the Advisory Committee in conjunction 

with South Florida Area 15, with the intent of withdrawing from the Advisory 
Committee by December 31, 2006. 

• •         The Committee will derive it’s treasury from excess funds from the State 
Convention. 

  
Leroy L, DCM district 9, moved to amend the motion:  Any committee wishing to submit a bid to 
host the Florida State Convention within Area 14’s geographical boundaries, shall, prior to 
making the bid, commit itself in writing to be bound by all policies and procedures developed by 
the Area 14 State Convention Committee, as they presently exist or as they are modified from 
time to time. 
  
The amendment to the motion passed.  The original motion as amended passed. 
  
From the Growth Committee; Motion presented Glenn W, Website Service Coordinator 
Move to provide North Florida Area Accessibilities documents on the North Florida Area 
website.   
  
Motion passed 
  
From the Finance Committee; Motion made by Greg S. Accessibilities Coordinator Chair: 
Move to republish the accessibilities pamphlet, originally developed and published by the North 
Florida Area for a cost of $1000.  Contingent on available funds.  
  
Motion passed 
  
Chair Tom H. reminded every one that at the voting Assembly every one will need to be in your 
seat on time with the dot on your badge so that you can vote.  I have asked Past Delegate Dan E, 
to run the election. 
  
NEW BUSINESS:   
Al B, PI Service Coordinator, Moved that Tradition 11 be amended to read “Our public relations 
policy is based on attraction rather than promotion, we need always maintain personal anonymity 
at the level of press, radio, films, and new media technologies such as the internet.  
Motion seconded 
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Motion postponed until the October Assembly to give GSRs time to take this to their groups.   
This motion is to ask our Delegate send a letter to New York asking to put this on the agenda for 
consideration.  I will be asking for ¾ vote on this issue. 
  
Glenn W, Website Service Coordinator – Move that section 19 be removed from Structures and 
Guidelines and Section 4 be modified to include Website Service Coordinator. 
Motion seconded 
This motion is referred to the Growth Committee 
  
Growth Committee, Fred H, as presented by District 18.  Move to allow only past and current 
DCMs to stand for the position of Area Chair Person. 
This motion to be returned to the Growth Committee. 
  
Finance Committee, Beth J Chair.  The Finance Committee moved to reprint the Accessibilities 
Pamphlet at a cost not to exceed $1000. contingent on available funds. 
  
Tom H, Area Chair asked those wishing to stand for Area Office to go to the microphone and 
give a short resume.  Additional service resumes are attached (see attachment) for anyone 
wishing stand.  Also service resumes for anyone interested in Service Coordinator is attached 
(attachment)   
  
Those standing as of this assembly are as follows (See attached resumes): 
Delegate:  Fred H, Tom H 
Alt Delegate:  Tina C-L 
Chair:  Connie C, Ann P 
Alt Chair:  Carolina T-M, Leroy L, Mary K 
Treasurer:  Marilyn B 
Registrar:  Jim E, Natalie, Peter F 
Secretary:  Kathy S 
  
  
  
  
SERVICE COORDINATORS REPORTS 
Website:  Glenn W,  
Hi all, you’ve been keeping me busy and I am happy to report the following number of unique 
visitors to your website:  Apr: 1,451   May: 1,551   June: 1,459 
  
We opened the meeting with the serenity prayer and had 26 in attendance. 
A brief explanation of how the Webmaster position has changed into a Web Service Coordinator.  
Members have taken increased interest in the website and since the meetings for the website were 
started, the attendance has steadily increased.  A number of motions have been presented, each of 
which must go through a lengthy process as follows: 
  
First the motion is discussed amongst the website meeting, then presented on the floor at the 
business meeting, then referred to the Growth committee (because any change to the website will 
change the Structures and Guidelines).  Then at the next Assembly (3 months later), the Website 
Service Coordinator will attend the Growth Committee meeting to speak towards the motion and 
answer questions.  If the Growth committee passes it, then it will be presented to the floor for 
final vote by the Groups / GSRs. 
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After some brief discussion, a motion was made to remove the section from the Structures & 
Guidelines on the website (Section 19), and add the description of the Website Service 
Coordinator to section 4 (where the other service positions are described).  Motion was seconded 
and discussion ensued.  Questions and comments started, mainly along one issue:  Is the 
Webmaster and the Web Service Coordinator the same position?  Glenn believes and has 
operated as “one of the same”.  When the website was first voted in and started, the Webmaster 
was the technical contact and person responsible for the maintenance of the website.  The 
committee at that time was defined as a subcommittee of the Public Information committee and 
was made up of Officers of the N. Florida Area Committee and rarely met. 
  
Currently, through the passing of motions during the past year, the website is “directed” by 
regularly scheduled meeting headed by a Web Service Coordinator.  As motions pass, the Web 
Service Coordinator also does the website updates. 
  
More discussion and comments included:  We may be limiting the Web Service Coordinator 
candidates because of the “added” technical expertise required.  Maybe the positions should be 
separate. 
  
Motion to call the vote - passed.  Motion of “Remove Section 19 from Structures and Guidelines” 
was called and passed unanimously. 
  
A motion was made to define the Webmaster and the Web Site Service Coordinator as the same 
position.  The motion was seconded and discussion followed.  After discussion, motion was 
withdrawn.  More discussion ensued about the role of a Webmaster and the role of a Web Service 
Coordinator. 
Points made included: 
The original intent was one position, and used the generally accepted term which was 
‘Webmaster” for the person responsible. 
Maybe the position should be split now there is a Service Coordinator.  What if don’t have the 
technical expertise?  Maybe we should look into a separate position?  If it is a separate position, 
who is responsible?   
  
Glenn stated that these are all great points and this topic should be explored further at the next 
Web Site meeting in October.  Glenn also stressed that he believes the position does require a 
level of special technical expertise and that a few active members do currently posses the 
knowledge necessary to fulfill the role.  Glenn also said that he thinks the experience with the 
Traditions and Concepts is equally as important in this position.  However, that experience can be 
gained in this position with the guidance of the “committee”.    
  
I want to encourage and invite anyone interested in serving in this position to please come and 
ask any questions you like. 
  
I wish to remind everyone that this is your website and any District events can be posted to the 
website.  Please e-mail the flyer to the webmaster and it will be posted on the Activities page of 
your website:  www.aanorthflorida.org 
  
In Love and Service, Glenn W. NFAA Webmaster 
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Intergroup:  Cindy S, Alternate Chair, The meeting opened at 3:15PM with a moment of silence 
and the Serenity Prayer, approximately 46 members attended.  Special thanks to Mark M for 
taking notes. 
  
We opened the floor for any problems or questions to discuss:  Beverly from the Nature Coast 
Intergroup asked for experience about starting an office with volunteers only.  Several shared 
their experience. 
  
Our “topic” (or activity) for the workshop was to go over the “AA Guidelines for Central or 
Intergroup Offices: (World Services Item #MG-02) 
  
Highlights of the discussion included: 
*An explanation of how Central or Intergroup Offices “fit” into the Service Structure and how the 
Group Conscience from them is delivered to the General Service Conference. 
*The process of bringing business to the General Service Conference such as a proposed 
pamphlet about Central or Intergroup offices. 
  
Thank you to all who attended and participated.  Thank you for allowing me to serve. 
  
Archives:  Cecilia R, Coordinator, Rob K, Alternate Coordinator.  20 in attendance, 
Opened with the Serenity Prayer.  We talked about making our own archives.  We put together a 
book of early AA history and the North Florida history to date.  See Cecilia for a copy.  There is a 
nominal charge to cover the cost of putting the book together. 
  
Cecilia turned the meeting over to Rob who discussed the non alcoholics who were a part of early 
AA. 
  
A “History of the Traditions” will be presented in September 10 – 3PM in Sanford.  Also 
“History of AA” will be given next Saturday for District 23, in Satellite Beach. 
  
Cecilia announced that she would be stepping down as coordinator. 
  
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer 
  
Accessibilities:  Marilyn B, Lead the workshop in the absence of Greg S, Coordinator and the 
Alternate Coordinator.  Yesterday I had the privilege of co-chairing the Accessibilities Workshop 
with Beth D, S. Florida Area 15  past Delegate, Panel 51/53 and Tom D., N. Florida, Area 14 past 
Delegate, Panel 43. 
We opened the meeting in the usual way with the Serenity Prayer with approximately 20 people 
in attendance. 
The two past Delegates discussed the history of Accessibilities and the strides that have been 
made in this special field of service. One of the District Accessibilities Chairs showed the 
"Special Needs" packet that is now available from the G.S.O. and contact information was 
provided to the attendees wishing to receive the material. 
The remainder of the workshop was a Question & Answer format and we re-addressed why Area 
14uses the Name "Accessibilities" rather than Special Needs.  The meeting was closed with the 
Lords Prayer. 
Thank you for allowing me to serve. 
  
Corrections:  Chaz H, Coordinator, 55 in attendance. We opened with the Serenity Prayer.  
Chaplain Steve Griffis from Cross City Correctional Institution was our guest speaker.  He talked 
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about current changes concerning the volunteer program within the Florida Department of 
Corrections.   
He also talked about the proper relationship between the institution’s staff, volunteers and the 
inmate. 
  
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
  
CPC:  Pauline N Coordinator, Cynthia S Alternate Coordinator.  15 in attendance. 
Opened with the Serenity Prayer.  Main topic of meeting was the history of CPC.  Starting with 
the many professionals that have been involved with AA from the beginning, i.e. medical, 
ministry, business 
  
Then spoke of CRC (original name) being recommended by Baynard P, in 1970, going through 
advisory action and passed by the Conference in 1971. 
  
The meeting was then opened for discussion; topics were mainly on how to approach the 
professional community and the different conferences that CPC has been to. 
  
Janet, District 28, said they had made packets that the members hand delivered to the doctors. 
  
Debra, District 1, met with the head nurses of ER rooms and has a box behind the desk with 
information packets. 
  
Thank you, Blake for taking the minutes.  The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer 
  
Grapevine/LaVina:  Alternate Coordinator Melinda G, 26 attending.  Thanks to all the grape 
nuts that helped in the store, sold raffle tickets, set up or tear down. 
  
We discussed ways to promote and inform AA groups and members about Grapevine and La 
Vina, (Your meeting in Print).  Use anything with grapes or purple. 
  
North Florida Area Grapevine will be a part of the Florida State Convention August 2-6, come to 
help and have fun. 
  
Grapevine store sold $395.50, Grapevine raffle gave away 15 subscriptions -$270. 
  
  
The Grapevine Service Coordinators are willing to come to your Group, District, picnic etc.  
Mandy R, 904-540-3379 or Melinda G, 386-546-3338. 
  
We should have the 2007 Grapevine wall and pocket calendars, the 2 new CDs “The History of 
AA” and “Old Timers Share” for sale at the next Assembly.  Good gifts. 
  
Literature:  Jim T, Service Coordinator.  27 in attendance.   
The meeting opened in the usual manner.    Thank you to Pam D., Alternate Coordinator, who 
took over and did a great job, in my absence at the last quarterly. 
The delegate discussed the General Service Conference Agenda items related to literature.  Of 
particular not to us in North Florida was the decision not to publish a pamphlet regarding 
Intergroups.  I expressed surprise at the decision to cease publication of the “Letter to the Woman 
Alcoholic” pamphlet, because I recall it being very well received at a convention of the American 
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Psychiatric Congress (sic) that I worked with CPC on in Orlando 2003.  All were encouraged to 
review the full Conference report when we receive it. 
  
The meeting closed in the usual manner. 
  
After the meeting, the GSR from District 11, Wake Up Call Group, asked if we could obtain 
those publications available in Braille to add to our display.  I will do that before October. 
  
Public Information:  Al B, Coordinator, Doniece S, Alternate Coordinator.  25 attending. 
Discussion of Amendment to Tradition 11, regarding the internet.  Al explained how the 
amendment developed and the resources used (such as anonymity card, Bill’s last message).  It 
was suggested that it might be difficult to amend the short form without amending the long form.  
Michael S. Area Delegate was present to explain the procedure of how the process will work if 
the amendment makes it as an agenda item at the GSO Conference.  Steve P Area 15 Delegate 
was present and expounded on how the process will work and the fact that it would have to gain 
approval from ¾ of all registered groups worldwide.  Glenn W, NFAA Website Coordinator said 
that he has drafted a letter as an AA member to GSO Trustees to issue “guidelines” for internet 
use. 
  
It was discussed that even if this motion never makes it passed the Assembly that so many more 
people would be educated with regards to Tradition 11 and the importance of anonymity.  Al B. 
suggested that District PI and CPC chairs educate their local radio and TV stations and 
newspapers about Tradition 11 and the importance of anonymity. 
  
Treatment:  Ed V Coordinator, Topic “Bridging the Gap”   
Bridging the Gap is a temporary contact program designed to help the alcoholic in an alcoholic 
treatment facility make the transition to the AA fellowship on the outside. 
Written history of BTG available on the table.  The workshop was on how BTG works from the 
treatment facility to AA meeting.  There were testimonials and a question and answer period.  We 
decided we would update the BTG list.  There is a Treatment contact list in progress.  Treatment 
workbooks are on backorder.  There will be a Treatment workshop at the State Convention on 
Friday at noon. 
  
Announcements:   The next Assembly will be held October 13, 14, 15; with the business meeting 
being held on Saturday October 14th, and elections on Sunday Morning the 16th. 
  
There being no further business Chairperson, Tom H, asked for a motion to adjourn, seconded, 
carried.  
  
Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer 
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